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A Critical Study of One Hundred and Twenty Cases of Late Syphilis. 
—Wile and Elliott (Jour. Am. Med. Assn., 1916, Ixvii, 191G) present 
this study with particular reference to the effect of early treatment upon 
the development of late manifestations of syphilis. A definite history 
of treatment with particular regard to time of inception and character 
was obtainable in all the cases studied. Fifty-five cases had absolutely 
no treatment whatever. In the remaining sixty-five treatment had been 
inefficient except in one single case. In other words, but one case of the 
entire group had had what would be deemed, under the accepted criteria 
of today, intensive treatment. To sum up these figures, 'almost 50 
per cent, of the cases had received no treatment whatever, and of the 
remaining cases in which treatment had been administered, with the 
exception of a single case of precocious malignant syphilis, the treatment 
had been desultory and unintelligently carried out. Inasmuch as it 
was found that over 30 per cent, of the cases occurred before the end 
of the fourth year, it seems fair to compare this scries with a number 
of other cases which had been observed over the same period of time 
and in which treatment had been instituted at the outset and carried 
through intensively. Of such cases they had forty which they have 
been able to follow for the four years following their infection. These 
patients have all received repeated injections of salvarsan followed by 
vigorous mercurialization in the form either of inunctions or injections. 
Of this number, 3G, or 90 per cent., have reached the fourth year without 
any signs of recurrence, and the largest percentage of these cases are 
serologically cured. Of the 4 cases in which there has been recurrence, 
two patients have returned with central nervous system involvement 
in the nature of neural recurrences which yielded promptly to treat¬ 
ment. One patient had recurrent mucous patches, notwitlistanding 
vigorous treatment, and the last was the precocious malignant syphilid 
mentioned before. By far overshadowing all other causes of the appear¬ 
ance of late syphilitic sequehe, the lack of, or inefficiency of treatment 
during the early period stands out as the most important factor. The 
inefficiency of treatment by the ingestion of pills is suggested by the 
fact that in some cases in which treatment was given the largest number 
had been treated in this fashion. The tendency for late sequelre to 
appear increases up to the fourth year, which represents a fastigium 
after which there is a decrease in the probability. That no latent 
untreated cases are immune is suggested by the lapse of forty-four 
years after infection in one of the cases. Trauma probably plays 
a smaller role in the production of active syphilis during the period 
of latency than is generally supposed. Where it occurs it is likely 
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to influence the appearance of gummatous lesions in or around the 
skeletal structures. Intensive treatment as accepted by modern 
methods (salvursanization and thorough niercurialization during the 
early months) is protective in the largest percentage of cases. In 
treated cases the occurrence of late sequela;, except for isolated and 
exceptional aises, must be regarded as an indictment against the method 
of treatment. 


The Control of the Nausea and Vomiting of Pregnancy by Intra¬ 
muscular Injections of Corpus Luteum Extract.— Hirst (Jour. Am. 
Med. Assn., 1910, Lxvii, 1848) presents the results of further experience 
with the use of corpus luteum cxtruct as a therapeutic measure for the 
nausea and vomiting of pregnancy. Hirst has now treated 25 consecu¬ 
tive cases, without any attempt to choose the favorable or cliininutc 
the unfavorable. Corpus luteum extract injected intramuscularly was 
successful in controlling the nausea and vomiting in 21 of the 25 cases, 
and in four it proved a complete failure. The smallest number of doses 
in any successful case was four. The largest number of doses was 
forty-two, but the nausea had ceased after the tenth dose in this case. 
The dosage depends upon the severity of the symptoms. The remedy 
as used by Hirst is in the form of ampules, each containing one-third 
grain of soluble corpus luteum powder in 1 c.c. of salt solution, saturated 
with chlorbutanol for its local anesthetic effect. This amount is equiva¬ 
lent to 2i grains of dessicated gland. The injections have not produced 
abscesses ami there have been no untoward symptoms following its 
use. Hirst believes that the effect of corpus luteum as a factor in con¬ 
trolling the nausea of pregnancy has not received the attention it 
deserves and hopes that a more extended trial will sustain his belief 
in its efficacy as a therapeutic procedure. 


The Incidence and Treatment of Entameba Histolytica Infection.— 
Don ell (Hr it. Med. Jour., 1916, 2914, G12) compares the results 
obtained by treating amebic dysentery by subcutaneous injections of 
emetic liydrochlorid with those obtained by the oral administration of 
cinetin bismuth iodid. Emctin liydrochlorid was given by subcutaneous 
injection to a group of 21 cases of amebic dysentery. The dosage for 
each patient varied from eleven to fourteen daily injections of one grain 
each. The stools were frequently examined during the treatment and 
for considerable periods of time after the completion of the treatment. 
Of the 21 patients thus treated, 7 were apparently cured,.5 were not 
even temporarily freed of amebic and the remainder all promptly 
relapsed. In those cases relapsing the ameba* were again found in the 
stools at intervals of from one to sixteen days ufter the treatment was 
discontinued. Eleven of the 14 cases that failed to respond to cmetin 
liydrochlorid were then given emetin bismuth iodid by mouth in doses 
of one grain three times a day for periods of twelve days. Everyone 
of these patients was promptly and apparently permanently cured. 
There were no untoward symptoms that followed the use of the drug by 
mouth except nausea in a few instances. The 3 remaining cases that 
had previously relapsed after treatment by emctin liydrochlorid were 
treated by a second course of the same preparation in daily doses of one 
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grain. Two of these were not even temporarily benefited bv tiie treat¬ 
ment, while the third was freed of the aincluc for only three days and 
the infection then recurred. Two of these same 3 patients were then 
given cmetin bismuth iodid and both were completely cured. Dobell 
then tried the effect of the remedy on a series of aineba carriers and a 
prompt cure was obtained in all. He believes that it is the most eflicient 
remedy for carriers—affecting the encysted form of the parasite more 
certainly than does enietin hydrochlorid. It is interesting to note that 
many of the patients were infected with other parasites: Entuineba 
eoli, lambiia and chilomastix, and in no case were these parasites 
removed from the feces by any form of emetin treatment. The enta- 
ineba coli disappeared during treatment in some instances, blit promptly 
recurred after the discontinuance of the treatment. 


The Quantitative Effect of Salvarsan on the Wassermann Reaction 
of the Blood.— King (Jour. Am. Med. Assn., 191G, lxvii, 1GG9) says that 
in most cases little change occurs in the strength of the Wassermann 
reaction during the first five days following the administration of sal¬ 
varsan. In a series of twenty treatments, only 1 case, in the primary 
stage, showed a marked weakening of the test. Some previously 
untreated cases may be given prolonged salvarsan therapy with very 
little weakening of the Wassermann reaction. Such cases may, however, 
show striking improvement symptomatically. In this series only one 
insignificant temporary increase (provocative reaction) in the comple¬ 
ment-binding substance could be demonstrated, following the adminis¬ 
tration of salvarsan, The author thinks it is improbable that over 
short periods of time, there occurs any marked spontaneous fluctuation 
in the amount of complement-fixing substance in the blood of syphilitics, 
Definite proof of the existence of the provocative Wassermann reaction 
following salvarsan is not at hand at the present time. 


A Further Report on Thromboplastin Solution as a Hemostatic.— 
Hess (Jour. Am. Med. Assn., 19IG, lxvii, 1717) has found that tissue 
juice made from brain (thromboplastin solution) has proved itself 
of practical value in controlling hemorrhage wherever it can reach the 
site of bleeding. In cases of true hemophilia it may be regarded almost 
as a specific hemostatic. It is to be recommended for local use in the 
bleeding of the newborn, in nasal hemorrhage, and in the parenchy¬ 
matous bleeding associated with various oper.itions. Where local 
applications fail, it should be injected into the site of hemorrhage, 
as in bleeding from the gums following tooth extraction. This method 
can readily be resorted to, as thromboplastin solution loses but little 
of its potency as the result of dilution and cursory boiling. Further 
clinical experience is necessary before its value can be determined jis a 
hemostatic in connection with hemorrhage of the gastro-intestinal tract. 
However, it is innocuous when given by mouth in considerable dosage, 
and would seem to be indicated in bleeding from the stomach and from 
the upper intestine. Hess says that, in addition to its hemostatic 
action, this tissue extract has been found to possess healing properties, 
actively stimulating granulation tissue and hastening epithelization. 
It is therefore applicable as a dressing for torpid ulcers and sluggish 
wounds. 



